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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Acknowledgment is made of Amendment filed September 25, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Foladare et al. 
(US 5,914,472; hereinafter "Foladare"). 

Re claim 7: Foladare teaches an authorization method comprising: 

receiving a request from a vendor to authorize a transaction involving a payment account 
identifier (step 100 in fig. 1) (the user of an ancillary transaction card request for a purchase of a 
merchandise and present the transaction card for payment; col. 4, lines 1 1+), the transaction 
including terms (e.g., transaction amount, spending limit); 

confirming that the payment account identified by the payment account identifier is open 
(step 102-104; col. 4, lines 23-27); 

confirming that a manual authorization record (a manual authorization record is treated as 
a refusal) is not associated with the payment account identifier (check whether the transaction 
amount as entered by the merchant at step 100 exceeds the available credit for this ancillary card 
at step 106); and 

after confirming that a manual authorization record (a refusal) is not associated with the 
payment account identifier, authorizing the transaction if all of a plurality of account-level or 
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corporate-level restrictions (plurality of account-level or corporate-level restrictions are broadly 
interpreted as the spending limit associated with the account; since the phrase "or corporate-level 
restriction" does not necessarily contain a patentable weight) on use associated with the payment 
account identifier are met by the terms of the transaction (e.g., the transaction amount meets the 
credit limit and is approved at step 120 in fig. 1; col. 4, lines 49+). 

Re claims 8-9: Foladare teaches an authorization method, comprising: 

receiving a request from a vendor to authorize a transaction involving a payment account 
identifier (step 100 in fig. 1) (the user of an ancillary transaction card request for a purchase of a 
merchandise and present the transaction card for payment; col. 4, lines 1 1+), the transaction 
including terms (e.g., transaction amount, spending limit); 

confirming that the payment account identified by the payment account identifier is open 
(step 102-104; col. 4, lines 23-27); and 

prior to determining whether the payment account identifier is associated with one or 
more corporate-level and an account-level restriction on use (corporate-level and an account- 
level restriction is interpreted as an over-spending-limit and an up-to-spending-limit restriction, 
respectfully), confirming that a manual authorization record is associated with the payment 
account identifier (e.g., spending limit associated with the account); and 

authorizing the transaction if the transaction terms satisfy requirement of the manual 
authorization record (step 116, 120 in fig. 1). 



Allowable Subject Matter 



4. 



Claims 1-6 and 10-14 are allowed. 



5. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Applicant's remarks on page on page 8-10 of Amendment filed September 25, 2006 
regarding independent claim 1 have overcome the prior art rejection. The best prior art of record 
fails to teach or fairly suggest, among with other limitations, creating a manual authorization 
record for the payment account and the purchase transaction using information from the earlier 
authorization request, the manual authorization record temporarily overriding the at least one of 
an account-level and a corporate-level restriction on use and allowing approval of a second 
authorization request involving the payment account and the purchase transaction as set forth in 
the claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection as set forth above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 



applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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